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April 20, Saturday. Hollister was promptly rejected.
I then proposed Judge James Phelps, whom I had first
named. Dixon assented, but afterwards suggested that
Phelps' appointment would create a vacancy which the
Radicals would fill. Ferry wrote Faxon a note that
Phelps would be confirmed, but that Lippitt of New
London, whom I had suggested with Phelps, would prob-
ably be rejected. On this state of facts, with a disposition
to be kind to New London, where the people had been
made sore by Brandegee and others on the Navy Yard
question, I advised sending in Lippitt's name. He was
at once rejected. The President then proposed to go else-
where than Connecticut, and I could not object. Kilby
Smith was nominated, and his name laid on the table.

So the consulate is not filled, nor is the Austrian Mis-
sion, and several other places.

The Senate adjourned on Saturday, the 20th, at 9 P.M.
From day to day, and on Saturday from hour to hour,
the adjournment was postponed, in order to arrange for
the offices. The President yielded to some extent as he
has done before, which I regretted, for tampering with
enemies and surrendering his constitutional prerogative
weakens his position. In their usurpations, Senators claim
the right to dictate in regard to appointments for which
the President and not the Senators is responsible, and he,
without acknowledging their right, yields to their usurping
pretensions.

Rear-Admiral Goldsborough continues to press his
claims for four years' addition to his time on the active
list. He will in January have been an officer of the Navy
fifty-five years, but as he did not from sheer favoritism
receive orders for sea until four years after his appoint-
ment he now claims that those four years should not count
against him. He has had the benefit of them for more
than fifty years, giving him priority over others. Were
he here to attend to his own case personally, I could get